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disaster relief bill WASHINGTON — The House Republican leadership is planning to roll out a heavily Republican-drafted

disaster relief bill that would supplement local disaster relief efforts and contain no money for more "stimulus" spending. The
House plan, which will be voted on Wednesday, comes amid heated debate over the size and scope of the bill as Republicans are

divided over whether to approve a $50 billion "stimulus" package passed by the Senate. The GOP leadership, led by Speaker
John Boehner, is planning to pass the disaster relief bill Wednesday night or Thursday morning. "We're going to be voting on the

[$]50 billion. You can imagine, there's a whole lot of people who are thrilled with that," said a senior House GOP leadership
aide. The aide said Republicans were having an internal debate about whether the $50 billion would be passed in a separate bill
or whether it would be merged with other elements of the disaster relief package, such as extending the small business tax cuts

that expired at the end of the year. "It's still being debated," the aide said. A majority of House Republicans are prepared to vote
against the $50 billion bill if it does not contain more deficit spending. "I don't think we should give it to the Senate without the
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offsets," a GOP leadership aide said. House Republican leaders have not decided whether to include offsets — a mechanism to
force the GOP-led House to approve other deficit spending as part of a vote on the bill. Republicans are also divided over

whether to include disaster aid as part of the bill. Some House Republicans are open to voting for a $15 billion package to aid
storm victims in Texas and Louisiana. "I'm open to doing something. I'm open to looking at everything 82157476af
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